


DISCOVER DRUG-FREE RELIEF FOR OSTEOARTHRITIS KNEE PAIN.
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I Important information about insurance coverage for Synvisc treatments

Synvisc is usually covered by most insurance plans. Many require that your doctor stock Synvisc. If your doctor does
not stock Synvisc and he or she wriles a Synvisc prescription for you, some insurance plans, including Medicare, may
not cover the cost. Tharefore, It is recommended that you ask your doctor if his or her office stocks Synvisc. Frocedures
vary from policy to policy, so please check with your doctor and/or your insurer. If you have additional questions about
insurance coverage, please contact the Synvisc Reimbursement Helline at 1-800-982-B292. This loll-free number can
ba accassed between 9:00 am and 6:00 ru, Eastern Time, Monday through Friday.

From the Heart Continued lrom page 116 family told the nurses, they weren't  ing, he asked Maria to move her right
beel anel held hands, including Maria's,  impressed, It was just a reflex, anurse  hand. And she did. Thinking his eyes
Father Lannan led them in a prayer,  explained. “We didn't believe them,”  were playing tricks on him, he repeat-
asking the saints to welcome her to says Sylvia. No one could shake the  ed his command. Once again, she
heaven. He placed his hand on Maria's — family's faith and hope. moved her right hand. “It was a total
forehead. “Pray for her,” he said. Two weeks later, on May 11, Dr.  surprise,” says Dr. Frazee. "I have no
Just then, Maria opened her eyes,  Frazee was making his morning  idea why she would have suddenly
Stunned, her family crowded around  rounds at the hospital. As on every  awakened from this coma.” Was it the
her, “We're here! We're here! We love  day over the previous weeks, he  miracle Maria's family had been pray-
you!™ they exelaimed, feeling ecstatic,  stopped in to see Maria. Each morn-  ing for? *In my experience, it was a
Maria shook her head slightly and  ing he'd ask her to move her arms,  miracle,” says Dr. Frazee, “because [
closed her eyves again, “Thal was our  legs or fingers as part of his exam. cerlainly can't explain il.”
sigen from God,” recalls Sylvia, *“We  "Every morning it was always the Her family fell overjoved at the
knew then we had Lo be patient and  same.” Dr. Frazee recalls. *“Nothing  news: "It was the Lord. faith and
give her more time (o heal.” When the happened.” On this particular morn-  prayer that saved Maria,” says her
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sister Lorraine Hernandez. Their (aith
became contagious: “Throughout the
hospital, you heard the word, ‘mira-
cle.” over and over again,” says Dr.
Gray. “And doctors don't normally talk
about miracles. We like scientific ex-
planations. But this made us reevalu-
ale, Certainly there must be a Higher
Being because there just wasn't any
other good explanation.”

eanwhile, Maria

continued 1o amaze

her doctors. Afler

surgeons inserted a
shunt into her brain to drain excess
fluid on June 8 she was able to follow
more and more complex requests.
“When you said, ‘Show me two fin-
wgers,” she held up two fingers,” recalls
Dr. Frazee. “It was exciting.”

Bul the excitement faded a week
later, when Maria went into labor and
one unborn twin's heart began beat-
ing abnormally. [t was a sign that the
baby wasn'l geiting enough oxy-
gen—whlch eould be damaging or
even fntal, Brian Koos, M.D., a UCLA
obatetriciangynecologist and a spe-
cialist in maternal fetal medicine, had
to act fast; he needed to perform an
PMergency ceRarean seclion to res-
cue the ailing baby, Luckily, Maria
was now in her 32nd week of preg-
nancy, making the odds good that
the twin girls would survive. Still,
their neonatologist worried they
might be born brain damaged.

The C-section wenl smoothly:
Arizandy Leanne was born first, fol-
lowed by Brianna Angela secomnds k-
er. The twin girls immediately cried al
delivery—a sign of good health.
“Maria, you have two beautiful girls.”
Dr. Koos said. Maria was still too ill 1o
respond, but her mother cried tears of
jov. Tests later revealed the babies had
normal refllexes and good Apgar
seuores, which measure vital sigms.

Within two weeks family members,
purses and Dr. Gray gathered around
Maria's bed when she was well
enough 1o hold her habies for the first
time. “There was instant love on
Maria's face,” recalls her sister Syivia

Waord of the miraculons mom and
newborn twins spread quickly, and by
the time Maria was released from the
hospital on July 28, she was a local
celebrity, Hospital staff tearfully

waved pood-bye and wished her good
luck s a nurse wheeled her on a gur-
ney toward n hospital exit. As always,
Maria was surrounded by family: Her
three older little girls tagped behind
their father, who pushed a blue doo-
ble stroller holding the twins.

Maria was taken to Loma Linda
University Medical Center for reha-
bilitation, where she began her
courageous baitle 1o become whole
again. It was a slow, agonizing ordeal
to relearn everyday actions. Because
the damage to her brain was in an
area responsible for coordination, at
firsi she couldn't even hold a spoon.
It took three months to be able o
feed hersell. Just sitting up in bed
took a month of hard work. Unable 1o
speak, she used sign language 1o say,
“I love you™ 1o her family. “Many pa-
tients get to this point and give up,”
says Dr. Frazee, "But not Maria”

After three months of steady
sifides at the hospital, she wenl home
to & jovous celebration on Oclober 28.
For over a year she has spent 12
hours o week doing intensive physi-
cill, occeupational and speech therapy
al Loma Linda, where she continues
(o receive physical therapy. Although
she still uses a wheelchair, Maria can
stand up. She has learned how to
write her name, brush her hair, put on
her shoes, and—most important of
all—hold her babies, She can talk, but
her speech is sometimes difficult to
understand. One senlence, however,
always comes oul crystal clear: One
day I will walk. “And | believe her.”
says sister Lorraine. "She's deter-
mined to do everything she used to
do. It shows her courage and Lhe love
ghe has for her daughters.”

That kove was evident on a recent af
ternoon. The three okler girks gol into a
smuabble, as sisiers often do. Showing
a fittle playful discipline, Mana took a
shipper in one hand. “You can run. but
yau can't hide!™ she told her gifs. With
Antonio pushing her wheelchair, she
chased them through the house, amid
squeals of laughier. Side-by-side in
swings, the sevenr-month-old twins
walched in [ascination.

Faith gave this family a second
chance—something they will never
take for granted, "When [ look at the
twins and my sister,” says Adela, "I
know it was all a gift from God.® FC
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~ inthe Bag!

“Don't ke anything In your closet?

. _Then grab a shopping bag and.
. your best friend and come to Texas

for the ultimate shopping experience. -
You can find just aboutanything you
need or want in aimost.any city in
Texas. From malls to outiet stores
to open-air markets, Texas has
something for you!
DAL LS WO PURCRASE NECTSSARY 1y o o mas

e AR U Onle B Sl Ianfre R G PAT W
i £n S DEeE

"
1
i
i
4
i
{

o e T b agoeed Lnn Ty mETEY N SEOTRaTY Soteert B s
sl e m e and ng duttaer § el e
 Fymrne v sobn it pien Vs st e coepeeke Ty Al 3

|
i

P fiom
Thin sereptabes m wisd mhaew proiuhind by . &1 pflig expentes,
Inrietng 1eg fef lseied 6 tedin, ) 10 il feem mirpen



